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Hi, 

Every so often | get a letter which starts off with the sentence “I dare you to print this”. 
Usually, I ignore it because the writer is just pointlessly attacking something the Beatles 
have done or said, 

However, I felt that Sherry Clarkson’s letter in the January issue was argued well so 
1 was happy to publish it on our Letters page. Her main point was that it was nonsense 
for the Beatles Book to say that they have avoided prying into the boys’ private lives as we 
have frequently published pictures of them at home and reported what they are doing on a 
month-by-month basis, 

In all fairness, Sherry, I think you are asking me to do the impossible, One cannot edit 
a publication like The Beatles Book and never talk about the Beatles at home or discuss 
what they are doing, apart from recordings, Television shows and films. Anyway, any photo- 
graphs or features on the Beatles at home have always received more attention from our 
readers than almost any other kind of article in The Beatles Book, 

But 1 have always tried to avoid going over the top. For example, many magazines and 
newspapers had married Paul off a dozen times, We have always tried to keep things on an 
even keel and point out that whilst Jane and Paul were very good friends they were not 
married, But 1 don't think we have “pryed” into their lives. Indeed, the Beatles themsel-es 
make sure that no one does this. They realised the value of publicity a long time ago and whenever 
they want to make a splash they know they can do it very easily by dressing up in some new 
way-out wardrobe, changing their hair-style or coming out with some controversial comment. 
But, in between the occasions when they do seek publicity, they keep very much to themselves 
and those around them, like Neil Aspinall and Mal Evans, keep very quiet about their move- — 
ments. 

So, although Sherry Clarkson has a point, I still feel that The Beatles Book cannot be 
accused of over-stepping the mark for the very simple reason that the Beatles would never 
have let us do so if we tried—which we have not. 

I know it must be a terrible disappointment for everyone—and especially the winners— 
to learn that the Beatles’ live show is ‘off’ for the moment. I'm very sorry about it aod 1’m 
sure that the Beatles will do their best to make it up to everyone. 


See you next month, 


Johnny Dean kaitor. 
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FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER 


DEAR BEATLE PEOPLE, 


It seems incredible that no less tham six years have passed since The Beatles had their 
very first Number One record hit with the single Please, Please Ave. That disc arrived at 
the top of the charts on February 16 1963. At the same time the group was going the — 
rounds of British cinemas and theatres for the first time, their names still way down the 
bill on a touring show which starred Helen Shapiro. 

Three or four years ago The Beatles began to lose their “four mop tops” image, the 
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sort of image which they were quite pleased to let other groups like The Monkees take | 


over for a while, 

Much more recently the national press has lost very few opportunities of making 
headline news of Beatle mistakes and Beatle problems. In some cases these involved — 
professional misjudgements like the opening up and closing down of an Apple shop. In 
others they involved the private lives of the fellows—John' & divorce from Cynthia, Paul's 
split from Jane. 

I don’t think we need regret any of the “bad press” the fellows have been getting. 
There's no reason why the truth should hurt anybody and John, Paul, George and Ringo 
have always been against false images ‘and half-truth themselves. What really matters 15 
The Beatles’ continued devotion to making gogd music, songs and records which are 
better than anything else around on the scene. Indeed that’s the ONLY thing that REALLY 
matters and The Beatles proved that in 1968 by having greater worldwide success with 
their single Hey Jude and their double album than they'd had at the heyday of something 
called Beatlemania! 

So what REALLY MATTERS today, now, this month, is the next Apple single and 
L.P, The Beatles are working on. 

BEATLE BITS: It was a particularly happy Christmas in the McCartney household 
when Paul’s younger brother Michael (ScafYoldeer Mike MeGear) became a proud father 
of a oaby daughter. Mike and Angie decided to call her Benna and she was the centre 
of attention as the rest of the family gathered together for the holiday ... . Talking of 
babies (which, Skues me, we were!) it is now three years and about a fortnight since George 
and Pattie were marricd at Epsom Registry Office. Wonder which will be the first Og 
headline—“George and Pattie infanticipating” or “Paul to marry —'? : 
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hen pow spend ap fo JO Aowrs at a fee fn the recording studio working on mew Beatles comps, por deve gar 
te keep the mind and the body happy, The meal that George and! Ringe are tucking inva looks dediaery erry 
fur gierely that's a bottle of champers thar George fs holding up? i 








Warmhearted and wonderful Christmas party idea from The Beatles when they invited 
Apple staff people and friends to bring their little children to Savile Row and be entertained 
by clowns and magicians, Zak Starkey was there of course. $0 were Papa and Mama 
Christmas disguised as John and Yoko! .... Ringo and Maureen, George and Pattie plus 
Paul and Linda Eastman were amongst the guests at a party given at her Kensington, 
West London, home by (Cynthia and her friend, hotel owner, Roberto Bassanini. 

FAN CLUB NOTES: Several thousand new Fan Club Members are welcomed to 
our number this month, Beatle People who took advantage of January's special member- 
ship offer, Unfortunately our stock of 1968 Fan Club Christmas Records is almost 
exhausted now but we're still sending out remaining copies to those who join the Club and 
those wha act immeédiately will be in time to claim that extra bonus free of charge... . 
BEATLES SUPERPIX continue to be popular with members AND NON-MEMBERS 
who have read about them here in The Beatles Monthly, A total of 14 different photographs 
are available now and a quick note (enclosing s.a.e.) with SUPERPIX LEAFLET some- 
where on the outside of the envelope will bring latecomer collectors an illustrated 
BEATLES SUPERPIX leaflet and order form. 

Tarrah for now, 
FREDA KELLY 
Natfonal Seeretary of The Official Beatles Fan Cheb 
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YOUR ALBUM QUERIES 


ANSWERED BY MAL EVANS 





es 


Last month | told you I’d been ploughing through a huge mountain 
of mail from Beatles Monthly readers on the subject of the recent 
two-record album set. Of course, many of you asked the same ques- 
tions so I've been able to choose just 40 favourite queries from your 
letters for the WHO-WHAT-HOW piece which follows. 


|. Where was the photograph taken which 
shows Ringo (bearded) dancing with 
Elizabeth Taylor? 

Answer. During a party at London's 
Dorchester Hotel, 

Z. Which Beatle put his lip prints on the 
album picture poster? 

Answer. The lip prints don't belong to 
any Beatle (Beatles just don’t wear 
lipstick you know!!). 

3. Is the cat behind a cushion in one of the 
colour photographs Paul's Thisby? 

Answer. In a word—No! 

4. On the poster with the album there's 
a big picture of someone lying back in a 
bath. Is it John or Paul? 

Answer. Fellow with soap suds all 
around his head is Paul. 

5, There’s one very old snapshot showing 
two boys in black leather gear. It looks 
as though it might be a picture of two 
Beatles taken in Hamburg days but the 
heads are cut off. 

Answer. It is indeed an early Beatle pic 
but not taken in Hamburg. That's 
Paul with John in Paris. 

6. Who does the high “Beach Boys” voices 
behind Paul on Back In The US.5.R.? 

Answer. John and George together. 

7, Who plays the main guitar accompani- 
ment behind John's volce on Dear Pru- 
dence and what sort of guitar was used? 

Answer. John played his own backing 
here and used his epiphone guitar. 

&. How was the violin-like effect achieved 
at the end of Glass Onion! 


Just shows yow how they've changed. When J first looked ar rhiz picture of the Beatles taken right 
tgs ane of ther new songs, J hecgrir if war George on nie right, Then, af 


4 ie fhe wmiaidle af rec. 
course, J saw fhe steel-rintned specs! 


Answer. Would you believe—with vio- 

lirns!! 

9. Who plays piano on Ob-la-di Ob-/o-da! 

Answer. Pianist is Paul, 

10. Who says “Thank You" at the end of 
Ob-la-d7 Ob-la-da? 

Answer. Thankful Beatle concerned is 
John. 

11. Who sings the line “Not when he looked 
so fierce” in a sort of childlike valce on 
The Continuing Story Of Bungalow Bill? 

Answer. Wasn't one of the fellows at 
all, it was Yoko. 

12. Who plays guitar (the introduction and 
accompaniment) behind George's sing- 
ing on While My Guitar Gently Weeps? 

Answer. Eddie se Sc not the 
Liverpool Eddie Clayton (remember 
Ringo was once with the Eddie Clay- 
ton Skiffle Group on Merseyside 
around the first half of 1960 before 
he began drumming for Rory 
Storme’s Hurricanes). 

13. Does Paul play his own piano accompani- 
ment for Martha My Dear? 

Answer. Yes he does. 

l4. Which album track has Mal Evans playing 
a bit of trumpet? 

Answer. That's Helter Skelter which also 
has John playing saxophone! 

I5. Who plays acoustic guitar behind Paul 
on Blackbird? 

Answer. Paul himself. He recorded the 
accompaniment first and then did 
the vocal, 

(cominged on page Jt) 











To leek at tht: pherograph, you wale think thas Baal hod preat bie feet. Gus it's fest she carwera deceiving os, 





YOUR ALBUM QUERIES 


{confinned from page 2) 

16, How does George get chat funny nasal 
effect on his voice midway through 
Piggies? 

Answer. | don't want to get too techni- 
eal about this so let me just say that 
his voice had to be filtered through 
special studio equipment to create 
that effect. 

[7. Who plays guitar accompaniment behind 
Paul on Rocky Racoon? 

Answer. Again it’s Paul himself and 
again the singing and playing were 
recorded at separate times. 

18. Who plays harmonica on Rocky Racoon? 

Answer. John. 

19. Who plays that honky-tonk piano bit at 
the end of Racky Racoon? 

Answer. Our record producer George 
Martin. 

20. Who plays Hammond organ on Don't 
Pass Me By? 
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Answer. Nobody plays an organ but the 
sound you mean comes from a 
specially prepared piano played by 
Ringo. 

21.What instruments are behind Paul on 
I Will? 

Answer. Normal Beatles line-up here 
with John on skulls! 

22. Who does the “2-3" count-in at the 
start of Yer Blues? 

Answer. Ringo. 

23. Did Paul write Mother Nature's Son while 
he was on his farm up in Scotland? It 
sounds as though he was inspired by his 
surroundings? 

Answer. | know what you mean about 

the atmosphere of the words but 

John and Paul wrote this while they 

were in India about this time last 

year. 

Details please of the backing on John's 

rocker Everybody's Got Something To 

Hide Except For Me And My Monkey? 


24. 





en 


—_ 


Answer, No additional musicians here, 
just the usual Beatles line-up. 

25, Whose idea was the extra ending for 
Helter Skelter and whe shouts at the 
very end of it “I've got blisters on my 
fingers”. 

Answer. The extra ending was a joint 
idea really and none of the fellows 
can remember who suggested it 
first. The blistery voice belongs to 
Ringo. 

26. Is Ringo's drumming speeded up in some 
technical way at the end of Long, Long, 
Long, or did he really play as fast as that? 

Answer. He really played as fast as that! 

27, Does George Martin play piano on 
Revolution |? 

Answer. No—it'’s Paul at the piano 
again. 

28. How did Paul make his voice sound like 
an old gramophone record for the 
words “Now she's hic the big time” in 
Honey Pie. 

Answer. Technical trick. Highly secret! 


a a ae a aa sr ie 


Notice the bepinaings of a beara! on Paul's face? 





29, What brass instruments are there on 
Savoy Truffle? 

Answer. Two baritones and four tenors, 

30. Whose voice says “Number Nine at 
the opening of Revolution No, F? Ie 
sounds like John or Mal. Is it the same 
voice later on? 

Answer. Yes, the same voice all through 
but it doesn't belong to me or John. 
lt was taken from an educational 
record from library stock. 

3|. Before Revolution No. ¥ you hear a bit of 
conversation with someone Saying to 
George: “I'd have brought some claret 
for you, George, but | forgot. I'm sorry. 
ideal forgive me?” The voice didn't 
sound like Neil’s or Mal's. 

Answer. That's because it wasn’t Neil's 
or mine! It was Alistair Taylor's 
voice. Alistair is office manager of 
Apple. 

32. Did George Martin do that beautifully 
warm orchestral arrangement for Ringo's 
Goodnight? 


ee 








Answer. Yes, he did. 

33. Did Paul make a mistake when he was 
recording the vocal of Ob-la-di Ob-la-da? 
towards the end Desmond stays home 
to do his pretty face Instead of his wife, 
Molly, the band singer? 

Answer. No mistake. Just a twist- 
around of the verse which comes 
earlier on. 

34. Who plays an organ on Cry Baby Cry? 

Answer. Nobody. It's a harmonium 
played by George Martin. 

35. Who plays the harpsichord (or is it a 
doctored piano?) on Piggies! 

Answer. It is a harpsichord and the play- 
er is George Martin's assistant 
whose name is Chris Thomas. 

36. What are the extra instruments heard 
on Dear Prudence! 

Answer. Apart from the normal line-up 

of guitars and drums, you hear Paul 

on the piano and playing a flugel- 
horn, John and | on tambourines and 

a whole crowd of us including Jackie 

Lomax and Pauls cousin John 

lending pairs of hands for the clap- 

ping. 

Why did you release the album set in 

stereo first and not in mono until later? 


iY. 


BACK 


Answer. We didn’t!! The fact is that for 
the first week or two at the end of 
Movember the factories just could 
not keep pace with the public's 
demand for copies of the album. So 
in some places you'd find a record 
shop had only stereo copies available 
because fewer peopie choose stereo 
and the really big demand is still for 
mone records. 

38. Who plays what on Long, Long, Long? 

Answer. Other than the usual instru- 
mentation we had George playing 
acoustle guitar and Paul on Ham- 
mond Organ. 

39. Isthe chorus on Goodnight just the Beatles 
singing. It sounds like far more than four 
voices in the background. 

Answer. It is far more. Eight in fact. 
Four boys and four girls who were 
brought in to add the backing voices. 

40. Who wast first to make another record- 
ing of a song from The Beatles to put out 
as a single? 

Answer. We heard of several all at 
once. Including the Marmalade doing 
Ob-Ia-di Ob-la-da, Cliff Bennett singing 
Back In The 0.5.5.R. and the Vic Lewis 
orchestra and singers doing versions 
of Goodnight and Julia. 


ISSUES 


PLEASE NOTE THAT THE FOLLOWING ISSUES ARE STILL 
AVAILABLE: Nos. 16, 17, 20, 23, 27, 32, 38, 44, 48, 52, 53, 54, 
64, 65 


55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 61, 62, 





If you would like any of the gues which are still available just send full details and FM Postal Order for 36d 


for each number that you want to: 


BEATLES BOOK BACK ISSUES, 58 PARKER STREET, LONDON, W.C.2, ENGLAND 
(U.S.A. ond CANADA 50 CENTS Each BACK ISSUE). 
Please list alternatives, if possible, when ordering in cose the magazines you request are out of print when we 


receive your lether 
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BEATLE Pen Pals 


(Addrenea are in England untese others ies amated) 





Lola (Gojie (17), Cara Dusaua 60 Beograd, Yugo- 

Slavia, Wanls p.p. anywhere. 

Jelena Stankovic (12), Cora Urosa 4] Beograd, 

Yugoslavia, wanls pp. UK, 

Luis Rodriguez (18), Colinas de Vista Alegre Calle 6 
No. 33, Caracas Df, Venezuela, wants pp. 

anywhere 

Maria. Wong, 125 D Jalan Tenteram, St, Michael's 

Estate, Singapore 12, wants p.p. anywhere. 

Joseph Wong, [2] ‘Granby Sireet, Princes Park, 

Laver pool §, wanis pp. anywhere. 

Caral Cooper (14), 44 Jamaica Drive, Weatwooed, 

East Kilbride, Glasgow, Scotland, wants pip. 

anywhere, 

Gadrun Bergman (13), Johan Skyttes vag 229 

12343 Alvajo, Sweden, wants p.p. anywhere. 

Ewa Nyberg (17), Box 1082, &-870 16 Ramyvik, 

Sweden, Wants pop. acvwhere, 

Gudrun Kempe (17), Hackvagen $B, 5-871 00 

Hanrosind, Sweden, wants pp. anywhere. 

Liz Reddish (15), East House, 69 Stanmore Hill, 

Stanmore, Middlesex wants pip. anyvelbere, 

Yoriko Eguchi (14), 7 2-Chornve Kita, Kumitieechi-shi 

Tokyo, Japan, wants p.p, anywhere 


Laura (Giovabe, Corso Montecucco Heo, BL, [i 
Taring, liah, wants p.p. anywhere. 
Rita Ampel (16), 134-12-224th Street, Laurelton, 


Mew York 11413, LUS.A., warts pp. anywhere, 
Lisbeth Haundrup, Benediktes Alle 14, $250 Fruens 
Hoge, Renmark, wants pip. Ireland, 

Sharon Liss (19), M418 Rhoads Street, Phila, Pa. 
M131, U.8.A.. wants Pp. any anywhere. 

Paulie Tarowsky (15), Kipling Road, Yonkers, 
New York 1710, LSA, wants pep. anywhere. 
Jette Tinger (14), Poppelhegnet, 6, “2400 Rigs, 


Lyngby, Denmark, wants girl pip. anywhere. 
Jean Green (12), 
Eaves, Mr. 
anywhere. 


15 Bird Hill Road, Woodhouse 
Loughborough, Leics.. wants p.p. 


Janet Refet (17), Beligh Pasha St, 67/2, Nicosia, 

Cyprus, wanls pp. anywhere. 

Lond Glopggenmpichser (15), Bekkasinue) 29, oOo 

Sonja Oi Denmark, wants boy pip. anywhere. 
utzen (15), Spolrundeve) 7, A000 Kolding, 

Deane Wants bevy pp.p. anywhere, 

Marianne Andersen (15), Norremarksve) §, 6000 

Kolding, Denmark, wants boy p.p. anywhere. 

Lone Jorgensen (15), Morremarksve) 2, O00 Kolding, 

Denmark, wants boy Cee Sane. 

Carole Eniffer (16), Litth: Copse Service Station, 

A 38 Road, Bradnirch, Wr, Exeter, Bevan, WALT LS 

fi... anywhere, 

Viva Johansson (14), Stockslyckevagen 13B, Avan 

ty. Alingsas S4°Y L-00 Sweden, wants pp. anyiehens, 

Judy Williams, 4325 Kiowa Drive, West Richfield, 

Ohio 44268, LSA. wants pop. anywhere, 

Vivian Smith (15), 97 Kenneth Road, Thundersley, 

HenHeet, Essex, ants - anywhere. 

Gilda Pasa (16), tion Pees. Eenilwerth, 

Bulawayo, Rhodesia, wants p.p, anywhere, 

Barbara Murphy (15), 45 Satanita Road, Westcliff- 

on-sea, Essex, wants boy p.p. England. 

Sandra Lewis (15), 32 Pall Mall, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex, 

wants boy pop. England or F totland. 

Susanne Grabak (16), wean 10 3000 Arhus © 

Denmark, wants p.p. anywher 

Duro Fabjanovic (19), Putinsks: 2, #agreb, ‘Yugo- 

SLAVia, WANTS pp anywhere. 


Chair Field (12), 17 Birdhill Road, Weedhouse 
Eaves, Nr. “Loughborough, Leics., wants pip, 
anywhere. 


Ema Kwak (16), Goudsesingel Ife, Rotterdam 1, 
Halland, wants pp. in UK. 
Irene Lucos (18), 43 Pavilion Road, Aklershot, 
Hants., wants p.p. anywhere, 

Reviron, 13 and 17 Rue St. Pierre, A Coup- 
wray 77, France, wants girl pp. Sweden, Japan, 
Liverpool, 

Alison Moss (14), 6 Pheasant Close, Reading Real, 
Winnesh, Wokingham, wants girl pp. Germany of 
France. 

Peter Stocker (17), 10 ti bah Avenue, Marton, 
Blackpodsl, wanls p.p. anmywher 

Marie Lacey (17), 337 West ath Stree, Plaintield, 
New Jersey, 070600, U.5.4., wants pp. U.K. 
especially Londen. 

Ann Register (14), 720 Spooner Avenue, Plainfield, 
New Jersey, 07060, LUS.A,, wants pop. ULE. 
especially London. 

Linda Gibbs (13), 2 Milfoil Street, Shepherds Bush 
Lendon, W127, wants p.p. US.A., Italy. 

Tima Shrimpton (12), $ The Curve, Sleepherds Bush, 
London, W.12, wants p.p. USA, Thaly, 
Marilyn White (16), 126 Donald Hall Road, 
Brighten, BN2 SDJ, Sussex, wants boy pop. USo4,, 
Canada, Japan, Switzerland. 

Agnela Kullen, Myealan 7, $7020 Badafors, Sweden, 
wants Pp, sweden, 
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Remember to send your letters to our New Address at 58 PARKER STREET, LONDON, W.C.2 


Dear Nir. Dean, 

The new LP is even better than Pepper, Dit has far 
more beatiful uncomplicated poetic songs. I Inve if, 
especially Brackbira aod Adar. 

Having sald that, let me say that I object to the 
nude capers, simply because they give the knockers a 
thance to say that the Beathes can no longer sell on 
merit ond need to draw attention to themselves with 
cheap, silly gimmicks. That isn't true. | know, but I 
cam see that that is exactly how it might look to some 
people, especially those whe hadn’t heard the fantastic 
new album. f don't know what offer fins think, but 
Tam sore that if enough of them objected to the 
Pantless Ploy the Beatles wouldn't do it again. They're 
supposed to be musicians, not a strip club act. 

Phillipa Denn, 
Edinburgh, 


Dear Johny Dean, 

After reading your December editorial, 1 ami just 
wondering how long tt will be before the name of 
Tie Beatles Book is changed to The Leanon and 
MeCartrey Book! Referring to the mew double 
album, you write: “... 0 find the Beatles’ creativity 
—or should IT say Lennon and Me(ariney's creativity 
—slagpering. .... assisted now by George and 
Ringo. -.-" Pm sire Johan and Paul would never 
take such a patronising attitude to George and 
Ringo! Of course nobody in their senses would want 
to deny the superior musical talent of Jahn and Paul. 
Fut, after all, this is only part of the magic that goes 
Into the making of any iles record. The other, 
equally important part, springs from the wonderful 
oine-For-all-aned-all-for-one topetherness af the proup 
asa while, their unjealous fricmdship and relianee on 
each other which obviowsly means so much ty each 
of them. [t is this dopetherness which gives to all their 
muske that very special happy warmth and depth of 
feeling that so completely distinguishes Beatles 
records from all the rest. 

Doubtless the mew double album would still be a 
musica! masterpiece even without the “assistance of 
George and Ringo, but it certainly wouldn't be that 
unique work of ari—a BEATLES record! 

I would like te say thanks te all four for yet 
another marvellous Beatles operation, and particular 
congratulations to the newest recruit to the brilliant 
song-writing team for a really great first solo com- 
paisitiom. Carry on, Starkey! 

(Mirs.) MM. Thompson, 
13, Raynham Avenue, 
Manchester W120 UV. 
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Dear Johnny, 

These are the results of the poll that T held in the 
December issuc of featles Monthly. 

I wish to thank each and every one who wrote to 
me, | was thrilled with the amount of mail I received. 

T also want to say a big “THANK WOU" to you, 
Johony (Cean}, without you this poll wouldnt hive 
been possible, 

Now withowt further preamble the results: 

3 Fowawrite “A sides: 

Revolution, 30000 votes; Sirawhery Fields, 2089 
votes: The Jane Light, 2978 votes. 

3 Fovourite “A sides, 

Hey Jude, 3,560 votes; Penny Cane, 2,908 votes; 
All Fou Need fs Love, 2,990, 

The favourite “Miagical “iystery Tour song 
was Foo! On The Afi, which received 3,100 votes, 
Fiving was a very close second with 3,096 votes. In 
the films “Help! won by an overwhelming amount. 
“Help” 3,500 votes, “A Hard Day's Night” SIM) votes. 
EP's: 

Please, Please Me: dans 2,986 wotes. 

With The Beatles: Fall Over Beethoven, 2,502 votes, 
Hard Day's Night: and f Love Aer anil f Shhoule 
Hare Kaows Better, 2.00 each, 

Beatles For Sale; 3 Dorr A Meek and No Repip, 
both received 2.876. votes, 

Helpt: Fou"ve Got To Aide Your Love Away, 
2.986 vobes, 

Rubber Soul: Girl and Merweeian Hood, both 
rectived 3,000 voles. 

Revolver: Here, There, And Everywhere and For Mo 
Ore, both received 2,814. 

Sot. Pepper: Lucy fa The Sky and A Oapy da The 
Life. both received 3.105 votes. 

The Beatles: Ob-la-ditM-le-daz I'm So Tired: Sulfa: 
Back fa The USSR: Marthe My Deer: Revolution 
No. o: Mbile My Guitar Gently Weeps and Cry Sebp 
Cre: these eight all received 3,300 votes, 

The favourite LF of all time wos undoubtedly 
Me Searles with 3,000 votes, Ser, Pepper was second 
with 2,989 votes and Revalver was third with 2,976 
votes, 

Thank you once aguin, | hope these results ane of 
interest to Beatle people. I know that it was fascinating 
reading all the letters, What about having the Beatle's 
fave songs sme time? 

Every Good Wish, 
Miss Wendy Sandiford, 
23, Naschy Road, 
Luton, Bedfordshire. 
(Beatle person 125316). 





Dear George, 

This is just a small note to say how much I love 
your first solo effort, and | mean the Worderwall Le. 
It is brilliantly written and weed, And you were 
eo Tight when you said “You can’t deny Indian 
music, it will win owt in the end”. T only bope that 
vou Will never Leave it completely behind. Remember 
you sabd “I think It can be integrated inte The Beatles 


quite nicely if 1 can keep improving". Well, so far it 


has been integrated inte The Beatles very ermal, 
and you con, and will keep improving! So, George, 
please include a wee hit of Indian music in the next 
Beatles LP. Bat, George, that does not mean I don’t 
like er erring fr Sen te nade 
Long, :, : al vey Trefle, “oos O, 
Gente! I da, taut 1 do like your Indian muske too! 

Anyway, THANK YOU for all the pleasure you 
have given te me with Weerderea!! ond your other 
cons posithon., 

Ob yes, I've only one complaint about Woaderwall 
und that is that the track Crete is too danam short! 
Tt really is a lovely piece otherwise, though. 

Much love for a swooessful 1964. 


ey. 
bars Thomson, 
ingston, 
Gilmerton Road, 
Edinburgh 9. 
Dear Mr. Dean, 


I would be very appreciative if you (or someone 
an your stall) would ask either John or Paul whether 
this brenk away from the brand of music they illos- 
trated on their Sgr. Pepper album is their present 
policy and, if so, whether this is permanent, 

To be completely honest, 1 am mot particularly 
impressed by their latest LE. It really will be a big 
diappoiniment if they do not record LP's like 
Ser. Peoper in the future ws | regard if as the greatest 
thing ever to emerge in the history of pop mosic. 

At the same time, [ do think that George Harrison's 
song-"Titing hick improved immensely, His compositlon 
Wile My Guiter Gently Heese is well op to the 
compoing standard of eho and Paul. 

Secondly, the boys should release mare singles, 
about three or four a year and two or three LP*s 
annually. Uf they did this it would pay them well at 
the end of each year and it's a good fuarantee that 
much of the criticism they receive today would be 


quickly forgotten. This yeor they have released a 
mere two singhes and one of these is mot up to the 
usu) Beatles standard. 

Alter all the criticism | would like te compliment 
them for a really good double-sided Christmas 
record, and J am very thankful to the Fan Clob for 
their Kindness. 

Yours sincerely, 
Peter MoCandless, 
74 Maypole Park, 
Dromore, Co, Down, 1. 


* Dear Johnny, 


Every time the Beatles write and record a song 
several identical copies by various artistes are 
immediately in the charts. | have three things to say 
abut this, [ think it is disgusting that;— 

(a) So maey “nvusieal performers™’ must make their 
living, like parasites, out of other paople’s talent. 
ib) ae there are people with enough bad taste to 
crpy (an exact one) instead of the original. 
(ec) That this hasn't been banned yet. 

Tecouldn't go out and copy one of Charles Dickens’ 
books word for word, publish it “by Shella Skillman" 
and calmly take the profits from ite sale, could I? 
No! Then why do you get the equivalent in music 
today when there happens te be a brillianey around 
like the Lennon/MeCartney songeriting team? 

Now, dost get ove wrong, Tam mot putting down 
people like Joe Cocker, who take a composition 
already performed and change it to what they per- 
sonally think is good, That is art—it comes from the 
imagination. But not when somebody copics other 
people's thoughts and expressions. 

It's the same with “artists” who copy photographs 
and other people's original paintings. Pi Where is thee 
“art” in that? No imagination or expression comes 
from the “artist” concerned. And the same with 
music, T could shoot all the people who have recorded 
Ob-lo-al Ob-ie-da exactly the same as the Beatles, 
aod who reach dhe charts. How dare they? [f they are 
musicians, why can't they thrive on their own efforts? 

[ wonder if the Beatles forl the same, Do they like 
their musical works of art taken and copied cxscily, 
earning the person concerned money for doing it? 

Sheila Skillman, 
134 Felstead Road, 
Orpington Kent. 
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Nearly five years ago The 
Beatles Monthly Book paid 
a visit to the headquarters of 
The Beatles Official Fan 
Club which, in those days, 
operated from an office in a 
tiny side-street of London's 
famous Soho. 

Early in the New Year I 
decided to take a new look 
at the 1969 Club, now run by 
Liverpudlian Freda Kelly 
from offices in central Liver- 
pool which have the ultra- 
simple postal address of P.O. 
Box 12, Liverpool I. 


MAIN BASE 


Freda told me there were 
many reasons for shifting 
the club’s main base back to 
Merseyside—not the least 
being that Freda has married 
a local guitarist up there and 
has started to raise a family. 
“Working in Liverpool lets 
meé keep in close touch with 
the lads’ families too’ she 
declares. “I can see them 
when they come visiting and 
I can pick up mail from 
their parents to be answered 
from the office, There's 
always a lot of overseas mail 
from fans which seems to go 
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RETURN 
VISIT 


FREDERICK JAMES 


to the homes of various 
Beatle parents. They all do 
what they can to reply with 
photographs and I get 
particularly heavy demands 
for pictures from Mrs. 
Harrison and from Ringo’s 
mum,” 

At the height of Beatle- 
mania Freda had a register 
of $0,000 current Beatle 
People. Many of these have 
dropped out of the club 
although it’s obvious that 
they still buy the group’s 
records since sales of albums 
and singles in 1968 have 
wuever been higher. Today 
Freda’s staff, including Elsa 
and Edith, who are her most 
permanent full-time helpers, 
keep in contact with just 
over 30,000 fan club mem- 
bers, provide information to 
40 area secretaries, who 
look after each county's 
members throughout the 
United Kingdom ona volun- 
tary spare-time basis, oper- 
ate the club’s immensely 
popular telephone answer 
Service giving quick replies 
on thousands of Beatle 
queries and service with up- 
to-date news more than 40 


fan club branch presidents, 
directors and secretaries in 
a3 Many Countrics around 
the world. It’s an impres- 
sively vast, yel smoothly 
friendly organisation, link- 
ing up several million Fan 
Club Beatle People at home 
and abroad, 

Since the club began seven 
years ago there has been only 
one increase of annual sub- 
scription, from five bob to 
seven and sixpence. Accord- 
ing to a recent survey in one 
af the weekly pop papers, 
The Official Beatle Fan Club 
is one of the nation’s most 
efficient, helpful and reason- 
able. 


ALL GONE UP 


“Since 1962 the price of 
everything from stamps and 
phone calls to printing and 
office costs like lighting has 
gone up. If we'd kept to the 
original five bob sub. we'd 
have had to charge about 
three bob extra for the 
annual Christmas Record 
and that wouldn't be right” 
explains Freda “The Beatles 
have always helped to pay 
towards the cost of running 
the club because they wanted 
it to be a food one and 
weren't interested in making 
a profit. We still get financial 
help from NEMS but we're 
trying to keep our requests 
as low as possible,” 

One new Fan Club service 
which works well in two 
ways—helping to increase 
club income and providing 
a very popular souvenir to 
members as well as to the 
public—is the recently 
launched range of photo- 
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Braphs sold under the 
Beatles Superpix banner. 

Says Freda: “The lads are 
always very keen about 
watching how things are 
going. They read every line 
of The Beatles Monthly Book 
and they see all the photos 
we use. Until we set up the 
Beatles Superpix scheme 
they were conscious of the 
fact that the fan club hadn't 
fot a wide enough range of 
up-to-date photographs to 
offer. Now that’s all 
changed.” 

What does a new member 
get when he or she has sent 
in the initial year’s sub- 
scription? Freda sends out 
a photo, a club membership 
card, a handwritten letter of 
welcome from John, Paul, 
George and Ringo plus a 
wonderful little booklet 
loaded with facts and por- 
traits, The booklet tells the 
story of The Beatles from 
their schooldays listing every 
important date from TY and 
tour appearances to record 
releases all the way through 
from 1962, And it has pages 
giving personal data about 
each Beatle. Instead of being 
roughly duplicated the book- 
let Is properly printed and 
makes an ideal reference 
volume for any true fan and 
follower of the group's busy 
career. 

MEMBERS' MAILINGS 


Apart from writing her 
monthly Newsletter pages 
for each issue of The Beatles 
Sook, Freda organises two 
or three full-scale mailings 
to members each year—at 
Christmas there’s the special 
free disc to go out to every- 






How have they changed. George looks incredibly 
age with Qwary Spriagfela. Giite walite his modereaap self 


one and in April there's the 
year’s other free bonus to 
be distributed along with the 
annual subscription renewal 
reminder. The spring bonus 
has taken the form of a 
giant full-colour photo 
poster for bedroom walls 
in the past two years and 
Freda plans something simi- 
lar for 1969. 


HONESTY 


“If all of us didn't enjoy 
our work we wouldn't be 
here” she says with honesty, 
“This is not just a routine 
office job. I take lots of stuff 
home to answer and | pet a 
real kick out of keeping in 
touch with Beatle People”. 

One way in which Freda 
cuts down on avoidable 
administrative work is to 
fix May Ist as the date upon 
which all subscription re- 
newals fall due regardless of 
when each member joins. 

“AL the moment this gives 
new members the benefit 
of extra months without 
extra payment, Those we 
enrol now won'l have to 
renew until May 1, 1970. 
It isn’t unfair on those who 
join later in the year, July 
or September for instance, 
because we still send out 
the same parcel of club 
items including the spring 
poster and the Christmas 
disc, the years most valu- 
able souvenirs. Actually non- 
members offer us ten bob 
and even a pound a time to 
get hold of the Christmas 
Record but we refuse be- 
cause it’s really exclusive to 
members and it’s a priceless 
souvenir to keep forever not 





iar raltranry 


2i 


an item to sell outside.” 

How have members’ atti- 
tudes changed over the 
years? Freda says that her 
Club has far more ex-teenage 
members than most clubs. 
Many pass the age of 20, 
Bet married and still belong. 
Like Freda, they remain 
faithful to The Beatles. 

“You see we don't cater 
for a special age-group like 
the clubs that just sell every 
souvenir under the sun for 
profit and take as much cash 
as they can from the younger 
kids. We're an information 
service, a good solid link 
between Beatles and Beatle 
People and [ think that’s 
why so many older fans 
have stayed with us to be 
joined by 9, 10 and 1 1-year- 
old newcomers over the 
years.” 


BEATLES' INTEREST 


Finally, how about The 
Beatles’ own involvement 
with the Club? Are they as 
interested as ever in secing 
their Fan Club flourish? 

“If they weren't they 
wouldn't have made six 
Christmas records in a 
row, each one taking more 
and more time and effort. 
You know I firmly believe 
that if the club had fewer 
members, just a thousand or 
two, the lads would insist 
upon writing individual reply 
letters to every member's 
query. As it is they know rt 
wouldn't be fair to answer 
about one im 50 letters and 
to do more than that would 
take up time they need for 
recording and composing”. 

F.J. 
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DOUBLE ALBUM 
ALPHABET 
BY KEITH POWDITCH 


is for Apple, Britain's greatest label 

is for the Beatles, proving they're 

still able 

is for John’s “Cry Baby Cry” 

2 for old Ringo’s “Don't Pass Me 
¥ 

is for John's “Everybody’s Got 

Something To Hide Except For 

Me And My Monkey”. Phew! 

what a title 

is for the Flamin’ critics, who still 

think theyre junky 

is for that Onion that’s made of glass 

is for Paul's “Helter Skelter” gas 

is for Paul's romantic “I Will” 

is for John’s “Julia”, the soft- 

sounding bill 

is for “Kurumbs”, a hasty summing 

up 

is “Long Long Long”, George's 

rooting up 

is for Paul's “Martha My Dear” 

is for “Not Guilty”, the one that we 

won't hear 

is for Paul's “Ob-la-di Ob-la-da™ 

is for “Piggies, George's non-sitar 

is for the quell the LP’s bound to 

make 

is for the“ Revolution’s” nobody will 

hate 

is for Sadie, that sexy bit o° stuff 

is for “I'm So Tired”, that John 

scraped off the cuff 

is that in “Bungalow Bill”—one of 

the album greats 

18 for the various tunes compiled in a 

12-inch space 

is for George's guitar while it Gently 

Weeps 

is for the cross through Mary Jones’ 

face, no more to be released 

is for “Yer Blues” which John sings 

out so loud 

is for “Ze Finish”, blimey what a 

crowd! 





Don’t Gondemn John 


pleads an American Beatle Person 


I, for one, am fed up with people who are 
condemning John Lennon for his actions 
over the past few months. | suppose it is 
much easier ta unthinkingly condemn a 
person than to try to understand him. | do 
not, however, condone what John has done. 
While most divorces are necessarily quite 
messy and difficult, John’s was even more so. 

Ido not know what went on in John and 
Cyn's private life and it is mone of my busi- 
ness, and it is not up to me or anyone else to 
pass judgment on them. Everyone wants 
happiness and we all try to attain It as best 
Wwe Can, 

| have a feeling that John has never been 
truly happy and if Yoko One ar anyone else 
can make him so then I think he is entitled 
to that chance. While | do not exactly 
agree with Miss Ono's artistic tastes, | do 
not know her personally and | will not 
judge her on the basis of her art. | have 
always considered John to be a beautiful 
person with good and honest instincts, and 
I have always admired him as a person and 
as an artist. | see no reason to change my 
views now. John Lennon is not perfect 
(which is what many fans may expect of 
him) but | have yet to find someone who is 
without flaws. 

| sense that Paul is not happy either and it 
makes me sad becayse | wish there were 
something | could do to help. The Beatles 
have truly given so much in terms of enter- 
tainment and pleasure and they have got so 
lictle in return. They have been doing all the 


| giving and the fans have been receiving. In 


a world so devoid of love and happiness, the 
Beatles are one bright spot in all our lives. 
Isuppose that the Beatles may find it difficult 
to believe that strangers can care about: 


| them as people and appreciate that for what 
| they are. But | know that | care and | have 


cared for five years. If | could wish the 
Beatles one thing in the New Year it would 
not be for more hit records or monetary 
gains. They will have those anyway! No 
matter what happens to them as people, 
But | sincerely and al es eee wish 
them LOVE, HAPPINESS & PEACE forever 
because they truly deserve it, 

















TV SHOW MYSTERY 


After a magical mystery tour of on-and-off press stories, January 18 was finally cancelled as the latest 
and most frequently quoted date for the making of The Beatles’ moch-telayed TV show, 

The Beatles spent more than a fortnight from January 2 in Twickenham Film Siodlos preparing for ihe 
colour videotiping of what promised to be o O-minwte TV spectacular in the form of a “live” performance 
given to an invited audience, Within the first 12 days at Twickenham the group had written and rebearsed 
eight pew sones for the show. 

Although ao earlier plan to have a full-scale audience of up to 1,500 people present during the making of 
the programme was scrapped, special arrangements were made to provide seating for 50 pairs of Lucky Dip 
contest winners (readers of Me Beatles Monthiy Book) plus about ihe same number of Fan Club Arca 
Secretaries and thelr quests. 

During the first week of January Paul was talking about the possibility of making the show on location 
in Africa or “somewhere just as sunny". Indeed it was The Eeatles’ strong desire to make the show out of 
doors which bel te the cancellation of the January 18 production date. Nowhere suituble could be found in ord 
time. Various other possible locations abroad have born mentioned but Searles Monthly understands that 
there is NO likelihood of the performance and TV show being recorded in Amerlea despite a wild spate of 


rumours to that effect. 


Even after the January date had been put off, The Beatles went on working at Twickenham, readying their 
eight new numbers and other T¥ show material. ‘This suggests that whilst everything was shelved so far as an 
immediate production is concerned, the group continues to be keen on the theory of making such a show, 


f x= 
George’s Apple Musical 

At hit heme and at the Apple offices George has spene most of his 
January evenings with Apple ties dle Derek Taylor with sham he 
is writing a stage musical which ls to be based on day to day happenings 
in the Apple effices, Sec in Derek's press office, the musical will have 
story by Derek and songs by George. 

Centrepiece of the musical could well be Derek's awn desk which 
has on it a sign to remind him of his days with the Royal Army 
Education Corps: “Spt, Taylor, BAEC". Since his office is alse 
reputed to have im it some of che prettiest and most mini-skirced 
eae that be LEAST?) birds in London, the secting sounds just right 
ora good-looking pood:sounding musical! 


APPLE’S NEW CROP 


A new Seottish group called White Trash has just made its dise 
debut with a rush-released Apple Records singk. Top-deck title is 
Roca To Mowhere and the producer & Tony Meehan. 

Although Apple's first Mary Hopkin album is complete, label 
exequlives do mot expect to schedule it for release before March 
because the skewe has yet to be designed. Tracks for the LP include 
Mary's version of Love Js The Sweetest Thing plus a pair of Donovan 


numbers, Lord Of The Reedy River and The Pebble And Tike Maa. | 


Another of her album songs, the Nilson composition The Puppy 
Song, & a posuble “A-side for the mext Mary Hopkin single but 
at prestime oe final decision had been taken. Apple plan February 
release for Mary's Those Were The Daye follow-up. 
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Wo one loses Aimself more in dis nucte when he is working in she recording studio than fom. He 
wrote five new songs for the Beatles new LP in one evening recently, 


STOP PRESS 

RING© starting work im- 
mediately an his film with 
Peter Sellers “The Magic 
Christian”... . PAUL still 
letting his beard grow free 
and wild... . The riff that 
PAUL gave to a bandleader 
in Portugal when he was 
vacationing there recencly 
could earn the bandleader 
up to £20,000! ... . Still ne 
recording studio plans for 
the fellows so no release date 
can be forecast yee for next 
BEATLES single or start of 
work on group's first 1989 
LP album... . Still no fresh 
progress on BEATLES nexc 
film although the making of 
thelr third movie is a 1969 
priority job. 






Telephone: ROD 5480, 29 


TWO VIRGINS SMILE 


“Two Virgins" and “Smile”, the pair ) mediate plans are being made to expose 
of extraordinary films made by John | both films in so-called “arthouses" 
and Yoko may be screened in Britain | (specialist cinema chains) and college 
later this year, Meanwhile more im- | circuit theatres throughout America, 


DO YOU HAVE GHOST WRITERS? 
Tony Bondad of Florida asks The Beatles 


Are you SURE you don’t have ghost writers? Having just heard your new double 
Se and playing it over and over, I can't see how just 4 guys could write such a variety 
of songs. 

Tam dearly in love with Ob-lo-di Ob-le-da, Bungalow Bill, Rocky Racoon, Don't 
Pass ife By, Revolution I, Goodnight, Birthday, Martha My Dear, Haney Pie, | Will and 
Hurray, Hurray for George. I love all of his songs and I’m very glad he’s forgotten the 
Indian influence for the moment. Cheers to Ringo too. This dowble album is very 
different. In it I hear shades of Dylan, Negro blues singers, Sergio Mendes & Brazilia 73, 
Beach Boys and Fer Biwes reminds me of Elvis’ Heartbreak Hotel! 

Am I nuts? | see Piegies as true to life! | also see shades of Walrus in Glass Oniorr, 
shades of Pat Only Sleeping in I'm Tired, Shades of When I’m 6¢ in Honey Pie shades of 
Brazilia 68 in Dear Prodence and Julia. | couldn't believe Ringo was singing Goodnighr, 
So different for dear Ringo. All I can say is this—no, just 4 guys couldn't write such a 





variety of songs that has us fans flying! 


But 4 guys like Paul, Geo 


THE FIFTY WINNERS 


Here are the names and addresses of the fift 





rg¢, Ringo and John can de anything!! 


winners who should each have 


received a double ticket for the Beatles live performance in January. 
However, as we have already reported on the previous page, the show has now 


been put off. 


| am very happy to tell you that the Beatles have decided that each winner 
will receive a consolation gift, if no new show date is fixed. 


s Spink, I4¢ Alexandra Hlanslons, Wrest 
End Lana, Lendem, N,',6, 

1, Grove, 12 March ¥eslk, Weisbach Camber 

C. Haseane, | Princes Square, Hove J, 
BH 4GE, Sudsen. 

W. Maeey, 4 Elaine Awanua, Porton, 
Maneheier 9, Ao 264. 

H. Raketes, 10 Red Road Coanrt, Flat 63, 
Babornock, Gllusgeer, M.1. 

FP. Wrageatle, 253 Duwi Heath Read, 
Thowtersiey, Benflees, Essen. 

RK. Morgan, Wehicmore Orne, Meo 
Mook, Preaon, Lancs. 

F. Sullivan, 208 Ss, Fagan’s Fioad, Fair- 
water, Cardiff, 

P, Seantey, 30 Mare Lane, Pochdale. Lancs. 

C. Hedger, 42 Pottarce Close, Veimbles 
den, Lenden, &¥#_14%, 

O, Lynch, 7? Meare Grive, Burradon, 
Godley, hearthumberland. 

K. Tayler, 4 Spa Terrace, Fennay Brida, 
Huddersfield, HOBQHE, York. 

A Com, Wo Diythveresd Read, Seven 
Kings, Ilford. Essen, 

A, Maneer, Albart House, 4 Soar Tarrace, 
Moarriiéan, Seances, Glam. 

CG. Seark, 6 Jepecad Way, Ssanmore, 
Middlepes. 

K. Breeer, Gowe Comage, Wy¥hicwell, 
Vernon, lala ool Wiehe. 

P, Steals, 24 Brockburee Sqreet. Fulbrcenk, 
Wi'alaall, SteFia. 


B. Shurden, 105 Mocterpbead Road, 
Wiythenghiwe, Maccheacer 23, 
4. Soonhamnt, 17 Eric Straat, Mile End, Bow, 
Londen, E4. 
Mrs. Pode, 41 Yroodhall Road, Colinton, 
Edinburgh 13. 
B. BE. Wilkinson, Hesecck Hours, Vieor- 
cone Darton, Quctord. 
MH. Chapman. MM Hawings Read, Went 
Ealing, London, 13. 
A. Graham, |) Sandon Road, Pordhoused, 
Welverhameten, Scots, 
G. Milnar-Wealker, 19 Purley Bury Cleae, 
Purley, Serrep, CAD DY, 
A. Thesacn, 9 Monasrery Brive, Solihull, 
Wirka. 
P. Lord, ? Hemer Road, Croyden, Surrey, 
A. Goble, 15 Héeciake Awanua, Red Hil. 
Valores. 
&. Miller. 10 East Hall, Felewell, Thetford, 


orto, 

L. Kirk, 19 Church Road, Yiwne, ne. 
Sutton, Hell, £, Yorks. 

C. Greeks, £§ Heusnon Mead, Pores Hill, 
Lofiden, SE3. 

I, Plant, | Meer Buildings, Stcurmautn, 
Cawerbury, Kent 

raham. Port Olfice Hors, 

Hanningfiels, Gtelmsford, Essen. 

BK. White, 793 Great Cambridge Road. 
Enfield, Middlases 

oO, Aobireon, ZI Sharphill Read, Edwalien, 
Motsingham. 


Eigat 
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Fl. Henshaey, 77 Kimberley Road, Muchall, 
Moccingtam HG 16 LOG 

$. Thornton, 262 Old Ford Road, Bev, 
London, E2. 

kL. Tyler, 39 Robinson Koad, Bechnal 

: rman: Pando EL 

, Greugh, rown Seréet, Macebecfiel 
chen it, Macclesfield, 

L. Teasdale, 5 Warren Grive, Esatreta, 
Ruilip, Middlesen. 

C. Burt 2/27 Knowle Read, Seeckewall, 
Leadon, 5.547,9, 

L. Clay, 34. Lukex Vicarage, The Green, 
Willtnd=-an-T ye : 
pith ish I] Royal Crescenc, Londo, 

AULA 

A. Jones, 104 Penrith Read, Park End, 
Middlesbrough, Teeside, 

0, Adams. Hame, 139 Kentich Lane, 
Brosicmans. Park, Heres. 

5. Wiggin, 19 Foden Road, Grea Bark, 
Birsangham aia, 

E. Hays, § Grormanor Gardens, Landen, 
ee a 

A. Slocombe, 37 Oaborna Read, Bridg- 
watar, Somerset. 

5. Holion, | Sudhoey Sereet, Cobridge, 
Stake-on-Tranc, Staffs, 

& Gough, FT 
Dorset 

A Barringten, Woodland:  Corrage, 
Scurmer, ar. Haverbill, Sefalk, 


Fore Stree, Ewirihoe, 
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